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Directions:  Listed below are 24 statements concerning the Common Core State Standards & the future assessments.  Some of the statements are myths and some are facts.  Put a  in the column that best fits each statement.  If you are not sure about one of the statements, put a  in the ? column.  You may work in small groups if you want.
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	1.
	Adopting common standards will bring all states’ standards down to the lowest common denominator, so some states will take a step backwards.
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	2.  
	The Standards do not prepare or require students to learn Algebra in the 8th grade.
	
	
	

	3.  
	The 6-12 ELA standards emphasize informational and technical reading and writing skills, with a limited focus on fiction/literature.
	
	
	

	4.
	The Standards were informed by the best in the country, the highest international standards, and evidence and expertise about educational outcomes.
	
	
	

	5.
	Key math topics are missing or in the wrong grade.
	
	
	

	6.
	The Standards tell teachers what to teach.
	
	
	

	7.
	The mathematical progressions presented in the common core are coherent and based on evidence.
	
	
	

	8.  
	The best understanding of what works in the classroom comes from the teachers.  These Standards establish what students need to learn, but do not dictate how teachers should teach.
	
	
	

	9.
	The Standards only include skills and do not address the importance of content knowledge.
	
	
	

	10.
	The Standards will be implemented through NCLB—signifying that the federal government will be leading them.
	
	
	

	11.  
	The Standards are grade-specific in each ELA strand and Math domain for the majority of the grades.
	
	
	

	12.  
	The new assessment developed by the PARCC will be in place for the 2014-2015 school year.
	
	
	

	13. 
	The CCSS Initiative is a state-led effort and is not part of NCLB and adoption of the standards is not mandatory.
	
	
	

	14.  
	Illinois is a governing state in the PARCC (Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.
	
	
	

	15.
	The new Illinois Learning Standards incorporating the Common Core have been adopted by the ISBE.
	
	
	

	16.
	The Standards include descriptions of what it means to be a literate person in the 21st Century and mathematically proficient.
	
	
	

	17.
	The new assessment will be given to all students in grades K-12.
	
	
	

	18.
	The 2014-2015 assessment will be given only once at the end of the school year.
	
	
	

	19.
	The 2014-2015 assessment will be computer based.
	
	
	

	20.  
	Schools and districts should not implement the CCSS at any grade level until the 2014-2015 school year, since the ISAT and PSAE will still be based on the old ILS.
	
	
	

	21.
	The 2014-2015 assessment will be given, at the minimum, twice each year.
	
	
	

	22.
	The CCSS will only address ELA and Math.  There are no plans to write any additional content area standards at this time.
	
	
	

	23.  
	Accountability determinations will be based on multiple assessment data.
	
	
	

	24.  
	There are few differences between the previous ILS and the new CCSS.  A simple gap analysis will tell teachers what “holes” need to be addressed and everything else will remain the same.
	
	
	



What questions do you need answered?
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